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Narrative
Chartered in 1656, the Town of Bridgewater historically flourished as an
industrial and agricultural center within Southeastern Massachusetts. The

raising of livestock and crop cultivation on farms comprising several
hundred acres were common in the outlying areas of the community. As early
as the 18th century, foundries were operating along the northern periphery
of the downtown where iron forgings for the Revolutionary and Civil Wars
were produced. A century later, shoe, nail and brick manufacturing emerged
in the area, employing hundreds of former agricultural workers from nearby
farms or immigrants from distant lands.
The historic character of the community is largely preserved in the
Federal, Italianate and Greek revival commercial and civic structures
surrounding the central common. Landscaping on the common and elsewhere in
the downtown is meticulously maintained by the Bridgewater Improvement
Association, a non-profit organization devoted to the beautification of the
community. The downtown remains a vital center of community life where
such activities as autumn and Christmas holiday festivals are conducted
each vyear.
Bridgewater today is a growing community of over 20,000. Its central
location at the interchange of Route 24 and Interstate 495 provides
convenient access to Boston, Providence and Cape Cod. The town also
carries the distinction of hosting the oldest and largest state college and
correctional institution in Massachusetts.
This rich history and diversity of activities has made Bridgewater an
attractive place to residents and businesses alike.

(Narrative supplied by community)

Department of Housing and Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director



EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Southeastern Massachusetts, bordered by East Bridgewater and West Bridgewater on
the north, Halifax on the east, Middleborough on the south, and Raynham on the
west. Bridgewater is 8 miles south of Brockton; 27 miles south of Boston; 29
miles northeast of Providence, Rhode Island; and 210 miles from New York

City.

Total Area: 28.23 sq. miles
Land Area: 27.49 sq. miles
Population: 21,249
Density: 773 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Brockton Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 26.9°F
Normal temperature in July........ 71.2°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 45.5"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Bridgewater, Taunton, Whitman

Regional Planning Agency
0ld Colony
Metropolitan Statistical Area

(1993 Definition)
Brockton

Department of Housing and Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director


http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/dhcd/dhcd.htm

@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (508) 697-3700
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Open Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1656

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 10,577
Democrats 2,782 26.3
Republicans 1,486 14.0
Other parties 0 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 6,309 59.6

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town

Department of Housing and Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director

o° oo oo

o


http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/dhcd/dhcd.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm

@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceographic Area: Bridgewater town, Plymouth County, Massachus etts

[Far information on confidentiality protection, nonsampling errar, and definitions, see text]
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#HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (prCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 166
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 5
Federal (Section 8): 69

Department of Housing and Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director


http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/dhcd/dhcd.htm
http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts

E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

Bridgewater is situated in the Greater Brockton Area, which is
strategically located between State Route 128 and Interstate 495, the inner
and outer loops around Boston. State Routes 3, 24, and 28 provide easy
access to the air, port, and intermodal facilities of Boston and
Providence.

Major Highways
Principal highways include the Fall River Expressway (State Route 24);
State Routes 18, 28, and 104; and Interstate Route 495, the outer belt
around the Boston area.

Rail
Commuter rail service to South Station, Boston, will be available in

1996-97 on the Middleborough Line from Bridgewater. Conrail provides
freight rail service to Bridgewater. Contact number: (617) 783-6222

Bus

Bridgewater is a member of the Brockton Area Transit Authority, which
provides Dial-A-Bat paratransit service to the elderly and disabled. Bay
State Commuter Lines (Interstate) provides frequent commuter service to
Boston, as well as limited additional trips daily.

Other
The Mansfield Municipal airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is
easily accessible. It has a 3,496'x 75' asphalt runway and a 2,200'x 100"
turf runway. Instrument approaches available: Non-precision.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section

Department of Housing and Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director


http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm

@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None

Long Term Care
Bridgewater Nursing Home

Hospices
None
Rest Homes
None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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